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Section A

The People’s Health, c.1250 to present

Answer Questions 1 (a–c), 2 and 3.

1 (a) Name one way in which the authorities in medieval Britain (1250–1500) tried to prevent the 

spread of disease in towns. [1]

 (b) Give one example of a problem with living conditions caused by the rapid growth of towns in 

the period 1750–1900. [1]

 (c) Give one example of a government action since 1900 that was introduced to improve air 

quality. [1]

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses public health in medieval monasteries.

 Support your summary with examples. [9]

3 Why did national and local governments find it difficult to deal with public health issues in the 

early modern period (1500–1750)?

 Explain your answer. [10]

Answer Question 4 or Question 5.

4* How far were improvements in public health in the 1800s brought about by improved scientific 

understanding about disease?

 Give reasons for your answer. [18]

5* ‘Responses to epidemics between 1900 and 2000 were not effective.’

 How far do you agree?

 Give reasons for your answer. [18]
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Section B

Britain in Peace and War, 1900–1918

Answer Questions 6 (a–b) and 7.

6 (a) In Interpretation A, the book presents the members of the WSPU (Suffragettes) as brave 

and determined.

  Identify and explain one way in which it does this. [3]

  

Interpretation A

An extract from the 2017 children’s book ‘Emmeline Pankhurst’, written by 

Lisbeth Kaiser and illustrated by Ana Sanfelippo.

 (b) If you were asked to do further research on one aspect of Interpretation A, what would you 

choose to investigate?

  Explain how this would help us to analyse and understand the campaigns for women’s 

suffrage between 1900 and 1918. [5]

© Lisbeth Kaiser and illustrated by Ana Sanfelippo, Little people, big dreams  Emme ine Pankhurst, Frances Lincoln Ch ldren's Books , 2017. Item removed due to Third Party Copyright Restrictions. Link to Material  http
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7 Interpretations B and C both focus on the role of propaganda during the First World War.

 How far do they differ and what might explain any differences? [12]

 

Interpretation B

An extract from a book on propaganda and lies. It was published in 1928 and called 

‘Falsehood in War-Time’. It was written by Arthur Ponsonby, a British pacifist MP 

who opposed British involvement in the war.

This is a book about how lies are used in war-time. If the truth were told from the start 

there would be no desire for war.

There was more deliberate lying in Britain from 1914 to 1918 than in any other period of 

history. This book has been written as a warning. Governments always resort to lying in 

order to justify their wars. They depict the enemy as criminals, they exaggerate victories, 

and they conceal defeats. They try to inflame people’s emotions to gain recruits for the 

war. The public can be worked up until a collective hysteria spreads and rises.

The British official propaganda department was highly successful. With eavesdroppers, 

letter-openers, spies, a forgery department, a propaganda department, a censorship 

department, and a Press bureau, the government was well equipped to ‘inform’ the 

people.

 

Interpretation C

An extract from an interview with historian Adrian Gregory. It was broadcast on a 

2014 podcast called ‘The Great War of Words’.

I shared all of the usual assumptions about British propaganda of the First World War, 

believing it was pages and pages of stories about babies and nuns being attacked, and 

that somebody was just simply making all this stuff up. I was therefore a little bit surprised 

when I went back to the press of 1914 and found that most of the actual content was 

very different. The press reporting is mainly just that – reporting. Yes, it’s often flawed 

and biased reporting, but nonetheless, there are journalists and editors who are trying 

to tell the story about what is actually going on. They are not usually trying to mislead or 

mobilise the civilian population.
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Answer Question 8 or Question 9.

8* In the 2009 documentary ‘The Making of Modern Britain’, presenter Andrew Marr said that the 

Liberals launched a ‘radical’ (extreme and far-reaching) attack on poverty and the upper classes.

 How far do you agree with this view of the changes made by the Liberal Party between 1906 and 

1911? [20]

9* According to a 2010 Timelines.tv documentary entitled ‘A Golden Age?’, the Edwardian era was a 

‘prosperous’ age where ‘fun was available and affordable to all’.

 How far do you agree with this view of the lives of people in Britain between 1901 and 1914? [20]

END OF QUESTION PAPER



6

J411/13 Jun23© OCR 2023

BLANK PAGE



7

J411/13 Jun23© OCR 2023

BLANK PAGE



8

J411/13 Jun23© OCR 2023

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials   OCR has attempted to identi y and contact all copyright holders 

whose work is used in this paper   o avoid the issue o  disclosure o  answer-related in ormation to candidates  all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 

Acknowledgements Booklet   his is produced or each series o  examinations and is reely available to download rom our public website (www ocr org uk) a ter the live examination series

 OCR has unwittingly ailed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material  OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 

opportunity

For queries or urther in ormation please contact he OCR Copyright eam  he riangle Building  Sha tesbury Road  Cambridge CB2 8EA

OCR is part o  Cambridge University Press & Assessment  which is itsel  a department o  the University o  Cambridge


